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Useful websites



Good source for resources



British Library



Victorian Voices



Critical Style – where is it 
assessed?



Assessment Objectives

AO Assessment Objective % in GCSE

AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts

Students should be able to: 

• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response

• use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate 

interpretations

37

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 

meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 

appropriate

42

AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in 

which they were written

16

AO4 Use of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 

with accurate spelling and punctuation

5



GCSE English Literature

Paper 1: 1 hr 45 mins (50%) Paper 2: 2hrs 15 mins (50%)

Section A: Shakespeare

• Two questions.

• One based on a 30-line extract and one 

on the whole play.

Section A: 19th Century fiction

• Two questions.

• One based on a 400-word extract and one 

on the whole novel.

Section B: Post-1914 British drama or 

prose

• Students study either drama or prose.

• Choice of essay questions.

• SPaG is assessed.

Section B: Poetry

• One question comparing one named 

poem from the chosen anthology 

collection with another of the student’s 

choice from the collection.

• One question comparing two unseen 

contemporary poems



Where is each AO assessed?



Shakespeare – part (b)



An Inspector Calls – Mark Scheme



A Christmas Carol – 19th C part b



Poems and Question – Unseen Poetry



Mark Scheme – Levels – Unseen Poetry



What is ‘Critical style’?



Critical style – the AI definition

“Critical style” can refer to a particular approach or way of analysing and 

interpreting texts, situations, or ideas with a focus on questioning, evaluating, 

and challenging assumptions. It's often associated with critical thinking, where 

one actively examines the underlying structures, biases, and ideologies within a 

subject rather than just accepting it at face value.



• Considering multiple perspectives: Critical writing considers at least two points of view, including your 

own.

• Analysing information: Critical writing involves analysing information from multiple sources to 

understand a topic or problem.

• Making logical connections: Critical writing involves making logical connections between ideas.

• Evaluating evidence: Critical writing involves evaluating the evidence to form an opinion.

• Supporting your opinion: Critical writing involves providing evidence to support your opinion.

Characteristics of critical style



How do students develop a 
‘critical style’?



The text as a ‘construct’

You are going to write a play exploring the issue of exploitation. You need:

• 5 main characters

• 1 main setting

• 1 outsider who arrives on stage after the main characters

Write an outline of your plot.

You are going to write a novel or play exploring the issue of discrimination/ambition/honour...



Themes

Not where they are shown, but WHY...

• What do we learn about ambition from Macbeth?

• What do we learn about violence from Romeo and Juliet?

• Who best represents loyalty in Jekyll and Hyde?

• What lessons do we learn about single parenthood from Boys Don’t Cry?

Differing perspectives?

• to some readers, this may 

prompt...  however...



Taking a conceptual stance

Internal Violent Family



• Considering multiple perspectives: Critical writing 

considers at least two points of view, including your 

own.

• Analysing information: Critical writing involves 

analysing information from multiple sources to 

understand a topic or problem.

• Making logical connections: Critical writing 

involves making logical connections between ideas.

• Evaluating evidence: Critical writing involves 

evaluating the evidence to form an opinion.

• Supporting your opinion: Critical writing involves 

providing evidence to support your opinion.

Applying the characteristics

Happiness in A Christmas Carol.

• Differing perspectives?

• Multiple sources from the text?

• Connections between ideas?

• Evaluating – what is suggested?

• Evidence – specific events/characters?



Multiple sources/Connecting ideas

AMBITION





Shakespeare/Priestley/the poet may be...

upholding

reflecting

subverting

insinuating

illuminating

warning

revealing

celebrating

prompting

teaching

Evaluating

Differing perspectives:

This may prompt readers to...

reflect on...

consider...

reconsider

think carefully..

however, others...



Tragedy: Witchcraft:

Monarchy: Honour:

Natural Order: Women:

Reflect, challenge, subvert, illustrate, highlight, 

expose, critique, support, explore

Critical context



Extending your thinking
Where in the play What do we learn? Perspectives - 

contrast, solidify, 

challenge, alter

Killing of Banquo Ruthlessly ambitious?  

[Sends others to do it] 

Desperate?  Cowardly?

Turning point for 

audience?  Alters their 

view?

• Differing perspectives?

• Multiple sources from the 

text?

• Connections between ideas?

• Evaluating – what is 

suggested?

• Evidence – specific 

events/characters?



Aiming High

• There needs to be a high level of engagement with the question and the particular character or theme.

• Candidates should not be afraid to give a personal opinion or challenge other interpretations – use words 

or phrases such as ‘could suggest’ , ‘may also convey’, ‘on the one hand… on the other’ 

• All quotations must relate to the point being explored and be relevant to the theme or character/s. Trying 

to introduce learnt quotations that do not necessarily link to the theme or character being discussed, is 

not reflective of an appropriate critical style. 

• Context [if assessed] needs to be interspersed throughout the response and relate to the point being 

made. The context must illustrate how that character or theme reflects or challenges social, political, 

historical perceptions. 

• All interpretation and discussion of context need to be balanced and relate to each other. What is the 

relationship between the two? How does a character or theme present the contextual element of the 

time/society/political situation etc? 



Questions to ask of a response

• Does the response show a high level of engagement with key areas of the play?

• Are all points linked closely to the focus of the question? 

• Are references specific, appropriate to the point being made and relevant to the theme being discussed?

• Are contextual links interspersed throughout the response? 

• Do the contextual links illustrate how the character or event reflected or challenged social, political or 

historical perceptions?

• Does the response consider alternative interpretations of the text being discussed? 

• Were clear and sophisticated discourse markers and topic sentences used to link back to the question or 

link/introduce ideas? 



Any questions?

Any ideas to add?



Research participation 
opportunity 



Support



Pearson Paid-for Published Resources

Recently published: highly acclaimed Accessible 

Shakespeare – currently on special offer with 50% 

discount (£6.50 each) 

Our Accessible Shakespeare texts provide everything 

students need to study in-class or at home, with access to 

audio of the full play, glossaries and trackers throughout and 

plenty of space for their own notes in the annotation-friendly 

layout.

Target intervention workbooks contain structured activities 

to focus on the most common misconceptions and barriers 

that students face at GCSE (9-1), helping them to catch up, 

keep up and make expected progress.

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature


Website

Link here

Link here

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


Mocks Service and Mocks Moderation Service website 

How the mocks service works

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service?_ga=2.122087426.800821013.1736763805-1957298031.1733243894#our-mocks-service
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/mock-services.pdf


ResultsPlus is an online results analysis tool for teachers that gives a detailed 

breakdown of students’ performance in Pearson Edexcel exams.

Included as part of your qualification fees, ResultsPlus group analysis:

• collates all data on mocks and high-stakes exams enabling senior leaders to 

view performance instantly across your entire group of schools

• enables senior leaders to make meaningful comparisons between different 

schools and across the whole group, as well as against Pearson Edexcel 

national averages

• shows how each school is tracking and progressing year on year

• can be used alongside Access to Scripts for access to a ready-made bank of 

trust-wide exemplar material for aspiration and for standardisation across the 

subject departments.

• provides question-level analysis that allows you to instantly see strengths and 

areas of difficulty at school and group level enabling you to share good 

practice within your group and inform CPD

• seamlessly combines its power with the Mock service.

Find out more

Find out more

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


The Full English Podcast

https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/subject-resources/literacy-and-english/support-for-all/support-from-pearson/the-full-english-podcast.html
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here 

to support you throughout the year.

English

Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com 

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535 

             (Mon–Fri, 9.00–17.00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor 

on qualification news and support for your subject.

Subject Advisor Support

Clare Haviland

English

mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://outlook.office365.com/book/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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